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Alliant Energy Center Timeline and Highlights
The 164 acre Alliant Energy Center campus includes the Exhibition Hall, Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Arena Building, agricultural exhibit buildings, and Willow Island.  The entire facility is estimated to have a nearly $88 million economic impact on Dane County and has been host to an overwhelming variety of events over the decades.

1895:

The Agricultural Society and Dane County purchase 250 acres of land at the current AEC site.

1949 – 1951:
A major turning point in the development of the AEC grounds.  Roads, parking lots, sewer and water, a heating plant and facilities including a kitchen and bathroom are built.

1951:

The Dane County Fair moves to the AEC grounds.

1954:

The Arena was built, and is the only building from this era still standing today.  It has been remodeled, and hosts agriculture, trade events, and sporting events.

1962:

The youth building was built.

1965:

The then titled Expo Center is officially named the Dane County Exposition Center.  (Alliant Energy would later purchase naming rights to the 164 acre campus.)
1967:

The Veterans Memorial Coliseum opened to the public.  Early clients included the Zor Shrine Circus, World Dairy Expo, Frank Sinatra, Bob Hope, Tony Bennett and Duke Eillington.

1974:

The first Exposition Center Commission was appointed and led the effort to further develop the AEC, and demand for the facility grows.

1992:

The 25th Anniversary of the Veterans Memorial Coliseum.  Over 16 million people had entered the Coliseum doors to attend a vast array of events.

1995:

The 255,000 square foot Exhibition Hall opens.  At the time, the largest unobstructed facility in the state for conventions, trade and consumer shows.
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